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INTRODUCTION. 


Nearly  about  two  years  ago,  a  certain  matron  who  was  in  the  habit  of  con¬ 
sulting  me,  mentioned  to  me  accidentally,  in  conversation,  that  an  unmarried 
sister  had  been  affected  from  her  earliest  years,  perhaps  even  from  birth,  with 
a  certain  small  opening,  situated  in  the  neck,  and  in  the  region,  indeed,  of 
the  thyroid  gland,  by  no  means  conspicuous,  yet  pouring  out  a  limpid  fluid, 
and  resisting  obstinately  all  methods  of  cure  hitherto  employed  •  to  whom  I 
replied,  that  I  held  the  cure  of  the  fistula)  to  be  too  dangerous  for  me  to 
attempt,  considering  the  slight  inconvenience  which  it  caused  the  patient. 
But  when  I  recollected  that  I  had  not  read  of  such  a  case,  nor  heard  of  it 
otherwise ;  and  when  I  suspected  from  the  reported  situation  of  the  fistula, 
that  it  perhaps  was  connected  with  the  thyroid  gland,  and  might  throw  some 
light  on  the  obscure  function  of  this  organ,  I  urged  the  lady  to  obtain  for 
me  a  sight  of  the  fistula.  This  wish  I  obtained  with  difficulty,  the  girl  on 
purpose  concealing  every  thing,  and  with  such  care  that,  so  far  as  I  know,  the 
person  whom  she  afterwards  married  remains  to  this  day  ignorant  of  her 
complaint.  What  I  at  length  observed,  as  will  be  stated  below,  convinced 
my  opinion  that  the  fistula  was  connected,  not  fortuitously  with  the  thyroid 
gland,  but  perhaps  was  even  its  excretory  duct,  as  Yater,  Santorini,  Cosch- 
witz,  Schmidt  and  Mireller,  Larrey  and  others  had  determined,  and  which 
had  terminated  on  the  skin  by  an  early  malformation,  instead  of  opening  into 
the  trachea.  After  I  had  in  vain  sought  in  authors  for  a  similar  case,  I 
sought  lor  information  from  my  illustrious  teacher  Budolphi,  begging  him  to 
furnish  me  with  some  hints  from  the  copious  fountain  of  his  experience  and 
learning  •  he  informed  me  that  no  similar  case  had  occurred  to  him,  an  unex¬ 
pected  piece  of  information,  considering  the  lengthened  and  successful  pursuit  of 
pathological  anatomy,  and  the  immense  erudition  of  this  distinguisliedman  ;  but 
he  at  the  same  time  gave  me  the  programme  recently  published  of  the  celebrated 
surgeon  Dzondi,  *  for  considering  the  contents  of  which  an  opportunity  will 
be  given  a  little  further  on.  Afterwards  it  so  happened  that  I  examined 
eleven  cases  of  this  deformity,  which  overturned  indeed  that  opinion  as  to 
the  share  the  thyroid  gland  had  in  their  production  ;  but  which  convinced  me, 
fiom  their  close  resemblance  to  each  other,  and  with  the  first  case  seen,  that 
an  aberration  or  deformation  occurring  so  regularly  in  a  determined  or  fixed 
place  could,  not  be  accidental,  but  congenital  and  hereditary,  and  connected 
with  a  certain  stage  in  the  necessary  evolution  of  the  embryo.  What  this 
change  may  be  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  below  ;  as  accurate  a  description 
as  possible  of  the  case  preceding  in  each  instance  the  explanation.  Thus 
separating  the  facts  from  the  opinions  thereon,  that  the  reader  may  thus  be 
enabled  to  form  his  own  judgment. 


*  De  Fistulis  Tracheae  Congenitis.  Halse,  1829. 
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PART  I, 

OBSERVATIONS. 


Case  1st. — Johanna  F.,  of  tlie  family  B.,  (the  girl  about  whom  I  have 
■spoken  in  the  introduction) ,  twenty-two  years  of  age,  pale,  of  rather  a  scro¬ 
fulous  and  leucophlegmatic  habit  of  body,  having  dark  eyes  and  hair.  In  the 
right  side  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck,  at  the  internal  margin  of  the  sterno- 
cleido-mastoid  muscle,  below  the  thyroid  gland,  which  was  a  little  increased 
in  size,  three  quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  upper  margin  of  the  manubrium  of 
the  sternum,  a  small  aperture  is  seen  in  the  skin,  much  less  than  the  point  of 
an  ordinary  sewing  needle,  having  a  narrow  margin,  and  of  a  reddish-blue 
colour,  generally  glued  together  with  a  dried  up  secretion,  and  not  readily 
seen.  Several  times  during  the  day  the  skin  is  raised  up  in  this  place  into  a 
roundish  swelling  of  the  size  and  figure  of  a  pea,  on  which  a  slight  pressure 
being  made  outside,  sometimes  even  spontaneously,  a  drop  of  clear,  viscid, 
fluid,  not  unlike  albumen,  flows  out  with  the  collapse  of  the  swelling,  and  the 
aperture,  soon  glued  together  again,  remains  different  from  the  rest  of  the 
skin  only  by  the  colour  of  the  margin.  If  the  pharynx,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  larynx,  and  thyroid  gland  attached  to  the  trachea,  are  raised  up,  as  hap¬ 
pens  in  deglutition,  simultaneously  with  the  aperture,  the  adjoining  skin 
surrounding  it  is  plainly  drawn  back,  and  thus  a  fold,  or  transverse  depression, 
occasionally  half  an  inch  broad,  and  rather  deep,  in  the  bottom  of  which  the 
aperture  is  hid.  I  formerly  argued  that  its  connection  with  the  thyroid  gland 
was  the  cause  of  this  retraction  of  the  fistula  ;  but  now  I  think,  from  the  simi  • 
larity  of  the  third  case,  and  from  other  arguments  to  be  given  shortly,  that 
the  pharynx  was  chiefly  concerned  in  this  matter.  I  was  able,  not  without 
difficulty,  to  introduce  a  slender  silver  probe,  and  directed  upwards  and  in¬ 
wards,  to  insert  it  half  a  line ;  in  which  I  notice,  in  investigations  of  this 
nature  serving  no  therapeutic  purpose,  that  it  is  a  great  obstacle  to  me,  not 
only  in  this  case,  but  in  the  second  and  fourth,  that  very  many  persons, 
especially  sensitive  females,  dread  the  application  of  the  probe ;  so  that  it  might 
happen  that  a  longer  fistulous  sinus,  perhaps  curved,  or  not  receiving  the 
probe  on  account  of  its  narrowness,  eluded  my  search  while  investigating. 
An  injection  being  made  with  the  assistance  of  Anel’s  syringe,  scarcely  a  drop 
entered  the  aperture,  the  rest  flowed  out.  If  she  made  an  expiration,  the 
mouth  and  nose  being  closed,  no  air  came  from  the  orifice.  In  whatever  way, 
I  investigated,  I  could  discover  no  method  having  any  influence  over  the  more 
or  less  frequent  filling  of  the  fistula,  except  the  taking  of  food,  which,  as  I 
have  observed,  accelerates  the  accumulation  of  the  contents,  doubtless  from 
the  more  frequently  repeated  motion  which  the  fistula  undergoes  during  de¬ 
glutition.  A 11  which  tilings,  observed  two  years  and  more  previously,  now 
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also,  after  tlie  woman  was  married  and  liad  a  son,  I  find  nnclianged,  except  tfie 
sinus,  which  I  did  not  happen  to  examine  before,  about  two  lines  broad  and 
four  long,  and  extending  obliquely  inwards  and  downwards  from  the  aperture, 
beyond  the  termination  of  which,  a  probe  may  be  still  further  moved,  as  it 
seems  to  the  touch,  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  line  in  the  same  direction  through 
a  lax  cellular  tissue.  The  little  son  of  this  woman  shews  no  vestige  of  such  a 
conformation,  nor  her  parents,  sisters  or  brothers.  The  mother  of  Johanna 
F.  assured  me,  when  enquiring  about  the  origin  of  the  fistula,  that  it  was  con¬ 
genital;  that  she  was  accustomed  as  soon  as  her  strength  permitted,  to 
examine  the  children,  whether,  by  chance,  they  shewed  any  congenital  fault 
of  body,  therefore,  occupied  thus  on  the  second  day  after  the  birth,  that  she 
had  detected  the  orifice  of  the  fistula  in  Johanna,  resembling,  the  puncture  of 
a  needle,  but  the  discharge  appeared  much  later,  and  only  when  the  child 
began  to  walk.  A  medical  man  some  years  previously  had  made  an  attempt 
to  cure  the  fistula,  by  inserting  into  the  aperture  a  small  painted  piece  of 
wood,  previously  immersed  in  some  corrosive  liquid,  (probably  the  liquor  of 
the  muriate  of  antimony.)  Violent  pain,  swelling  of  the  neck,  suppression  of 
the  discharge,  and  the  sensation  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  pharynx,  followed 
this  attempt.  For  the  space  of  three  days  the  patient  was  unable  to  swallow 
at  all ;  this  whole  train  of  menacing  symptoms  by  degrees  ceased,  the  dis¬ 
charge  being  restored  by  means  of  poultices. 

Case  2nd. — Sophia  V.,  married  to  a  butcher,  27  years  of  age,  hair  somewhat- 
brown,  blue  eyes,  slender  figure,  and  delicate. 

In  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  at  the  external  margin  of  the  internal  head  of 
the  sterno-mastoid  muscle,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  above  the  sternal  extremity  of 
the  clavicle,  a  palish  red  papilla,  of  an  oval  shape,  is  seen  very  plainly,  whose 
greatest  diameter,  one  and  a  half  line  long,  parallel  to  the  margin  of  the  mus¬ 
cle,  stretches  obliquely  downwards  and  inwards,  and  which  is  covered  with  a 
thin  pellicle  composed  of  dried  mucous.  But  if  you  remove  this  pellicle,  by 
wiping  it  away  with  a  wet  sponge,  the  papilla,  now  of  a  bright  red  color, 
shews  an  oblong  depression.  You  can  penetrate  into  the  sinus  with  a  fine 
probe,  which,  like  the  papilla,  one  line  broad  and  two  lines  long,  extends 
downwards  and  inwards  from  the  orifice  placed  nearest  the  skin,  which  at  this 
place  is  very  thin  and  almost  transparent ;  I  did  not  succeed  in  passing  the 
probe  upwards.  In  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  at  the  internal  margin  of  the 
sternomastoid  muscle,  and  almost  three  quartures  of  a  line  above  the  manu¬ 
brium  of  the  sternum,  exactly  therefore  of  the  same  height,  and  only  a  little 
further  removed  from  the  median  place  of  the  body,  (median  line  as  it  is  com¬ 
monly  called,)  a  papilla  very  similar  is  seen,  but  round,  one  fine  in  diameter, 
and  shews  such  a  narrow  aperture  that  I  could  not  introduce  the  smallest 
probe ;  which  aperture,  almost  once  every  day,  the  surrounding  skin  being 
first  raised  like  a  transparent  vesicle,  was  wont  to  discharge  a  drop  of  thickish 
limpid  fluid.  Evidently  in  the  same  manner,  but  much  rarer,  the  larger 
aperture  also  on  the  right  side  discharged  a  clear  fluid.  On  making  an 
expiration,  the  mouth  and  nose  being  closed,  air  issued  from  neither  of  the 
apertures.  During  deglutition  the  apertures  do  not  follow  the  movements  of 
the  pharynx. 

The  woman,  after  I  had  first  seen  her,  was  attacked  a  few  days  afterwards 
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by  puerperal  fever,  and  during  tliis,  with  the  secretion  of  the  lochia  and  milk ; 
the  discharge  also  from  the  fistula  was  evidently  suppressed.  Her  health 
being  restored,  the  right  aperture  did  not  discharge ;  the  left  poured  out 
something  only  every  second  or  third  day. 

Concerning  the  commencement  of  the  apertures  the  woman  could  tell  this 
only,  that  she  had  always  had  them,  as  far  as  she  could  recollect.  Concerning 
her  children,  the  elder  a  girl,  displayed  the  same  abnormal  appearance,  (see 
following  case,)  a  younger  boy  being  unaffected.  Besides  this,  I  was  assured, 
that  the  same  affection  was  present  in  the  mother  of  the  woman,  nor  less  in 
her  sister  and  her  four  children,  and  that  it  had  affected  those  now  dead,  her 
other  sister  and  brother  being  unaffected. 

Case  3rd. — Augusta  Y.,  five  and  a  half  years  of  age,  daughter  of  Sophia  V., 
(see  preceding  case,)  of  a  flabby  habit  of  body,  strumous,  fair  complexion,  blue 
eyes,  almost  always  labouring  under  a  rheum,  and  half  deaf. 

In  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  at  the  internal  margin  of  the  sterno-cleido- 
mastoiu,  three  quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  superior  margin  of  the  manubrium 
of  the  sternum,  a  small  depression  of  the  skin  is  seen,  whence  it  happens  that 
the  true  aperture  of  the  fistula  is  drawn  a  little  inwards  and  upwards,  and 
covered  by  the  skin  above,  forming  a  small  transverse  fold,  which  fold,  a  line 
in  length,  is  extended  during  deglutition  to  the  length  of  the  third  part  of  an 
inch.  If  the  skin  of  the  neck  is  drawn  forcibly  downwards,  the  fold  is  opened 
up,  and  an  aperture  about  the  size  of  the  head  of  a  small  pin  is  seen,  whose 
circumference  shews  nothing  peculiar.  The  aperture  discharges  a  variable 
quantity  of  a  liquor  like  pus,  sometimes  from  four  to  five  drops  escaping.  The 
discharge  ceasing  for  some  time,  and  the  fluid  being  collected,  the  fistula 
makes  itself  evident,  like  a  cord  to  the  touch,  about  the  size  of  a  crow’s  quill 
in  thiekness,  and  running  under  the  skin  in  a  direction  shortly  to  be  described, 
from  which,  with  moderate  force,  you  can  press  out  fluid.  That  swelling, 
which  in  some  other  cases  shews  itself  in  the  region  of  the  aperture  before  the 
evacuation  of  the  fluid,  is  here  wanting,  probably  because  the  fistula  affords  a 
space  sufficient  for  the  contents,  perhaps  also  because  the  more  copious  secre¬ 
tion  prevents  the  former  closure  of  the  aperture.  The  probe  is  easily 
introduced,  and  in  a  direction  towards  the  great  horn  of  the  hyoid  bone ; 
upwards  and  a  little  outwards  it  can  be  moved  forwards  for  an  inch  and  a  half, 
so  that  at  first  it  is  close  to  the  skin,  but  as  it  proceeds  it  penetrates  more 
deeply.  AY  hen  she  makes  an  expiration,  the  mouth  and  nose  being  closed,  no 
air  issues  from  the  aperture. 

That  I  might  search  the  fistula  with  more  accuracy  than  could  be  done 
with  the  probe,  I  used  Anel’s  syringe  filled  with  some  mild  liquid.  AYhen  the 
syringe  was  completely  emptied,  a  little  of  the  liquid  flowed  out,  or  some  place 
swelled.  During  the  injection  the  girl  was  constantly  swallowing,  and  after¬ 
wards  named  correctly  the  taste  of  the  injected  liquid,  which  experiment, 
proving  plainly  the  connection  of  the  fistula  with  the  pharynx,  I  often  repeated 
before  witnesses,  of  whom  I  will  only  name  here  the  celebrated  Budolphi, 
whose  testimony  is  without  doubt  of  the  highest  authority,  on  account  of  the 
extreme  care  employed  by  him  in  determining  facts.  Once,  when  I  had  forcibly 
injected,  the  girl  said  that  she  felt  it  in  her  ear  (in  the  eustachian  tube  ?) 

From  what  the  mother  relates  and  remembers  with  certainty,  we  may  con- 
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elude  tliat  tlie  fistula  was  congenital ;  tliat  slie  liad  detected  tlie  aperture 
immediately,  wlien  slie  batlied  tlie  infant  for  tlie  first  time,  wlien  a  few  weeks 
old,  and  tliat  the  discharge  appeared  at  length  after  the  third  year.  The 
nature  of  the  discharge  from  that  time  was  always  the  same,  but  the  quantity 
variable.  Occasionally,  for  some  days,  nothing  is  said  to  have  issued,  but  now 
more  frequently  some  is  discharged  daily,  so  that  the  girl’s  collar  was  always 
soiled  by  it.  By  any  excitement,  but  chiefly  by  violent  exercise,  the  discharge 
was  manifestly  increased. 

When  these  observations  were  written,  a  message  came  to  me  that  an 
incipient  discharge  was  manifesting  itself  in  the  other  side  of  the  neck.  At 
length,  making  an  examination  on  the  left  side,  in  the  same  place  where  it 
existed  in  the  right  side,  I  found  a  small  yellowish  mark,  only  some  lines  deep, 
difficult  to  observe,  having  an  aperture  which  is  evident  only  when  the  dis¬ 
charge  is  issuing,  but  was  hardly  visible  to  the  sight  aided  with  a  glass.  The 
thickish  discharge  was  of  the  same  nature  as  that  I  have  now  described.  After 
I  had  often  visited  the  girl  for  a  week,  the  mark  appeared  to  be  more  conspicu¬ 
ous,  the  discharge  was  evidently  more  copious,  and  when  it  collected  shewed 
plainly  a  passage  extending  upwards  and  downwards  from  the  aperture,  which 
appeared  to  terminate  in  a  roundish  swelling  near  the  clavicle.  Eroni  the 
time  when  the  other  fistula  began  to  discharge,  the  discharge  of  the  former 
was  greatly  diminished. 

Case  MJi. — Charlotte  N.,  wife  of  a  builder,  35  years  of  age,  complexion 
rather  sallow,  and  in  good  health,  the  sister  of  the  woman  about  whom  I  spoke- 
in  the  second  case. 

In  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  in  a  small  depression  between  the  sternal 
extremity  of  the  clavicle  and  the  insertion  of  the  sterno -mastoid  muscle,  you 
observe  a  round  papilla  manifest,  of  a  bright  red  color,  about  aline  in  diameter, 
provided  with  an  opening.  If  you  stretch  the  skin,  drawing  it  upwards,  you 
may  observe  a  semicircular  depression  in  the  lower  half  of  the  papilla,  whoso 
upper  margin,  straight,  and  marked  with  some  small  elevated  spots,  is  placed 
in  the  transverse  diameter  of  the  papilla,  while  the  lower  margin,  semicircular, 
is  surrounded  by  a  slender  red  border,  following  the  circumference  of  the  pa¬ 
pillae  ;  in  which  lower  margin  a  slender  probe  can  be  introduced  everywhere, 
even  to  half  a  line,  but  in  no  direction  deeper  (compare  however  what  we  said 
previously)  under  the  skin,  so  thin  at  this  place  that  the  point  of  the  probe 
is  almost  seen  through  the  margin.  The  aperture  neither  follows  the  move¬ 
ments  of  the  pharynx,  or  does  it  give  out  air.  I  have  not  seen  the  discharge, 
because  I  could  only  once  examine  the  woman,  as  she  did  not  live  in  town. 
But  she  tells  me  that  the  skin  in  the  region  of  the  aperture  is  sometimes 
raised  in  the  form  of  a  transparent  vesicle,  accompanied  with  a  burning  pain, 
not  very  severe  however,  which  she  relieves  by  evacuating  under  pressure  a 
minute  drop  of  a  limpid  and  very  thin  liquid  contained  in  the  vesicle  ;  that 
the  time  required  for  collecting  this  amount  of  liquid  varied ;  sometimes, 
especially  after  excitement,  a  few  hours  sufficed,  so  that  it  became  necessary 
to  empty  the  fistula  five  or  six  times  a  day,  or  even  more  frequently.  The 
person  was  otherwise  in  good  health,  with  the  exception  of  a  deefness  left  after 
the  last  pregnancy.  She  had  five  children,  a  boy  and  four  girls,  who  all,  as 
the  mother  reports,  with  the  exception  of  the  third  child,  had  at  their  birth 
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precisely  the  same  description  of  fistula,  on  the  same  side,  and  with  the  same 
excretion  of  a  limpid  fluid,  and  exactly  in  the  same  place  as  in  the  mother ; 
these  children  are  still  alive,  with  the  exception  of  the  youngest  girl,  who 
died  in  her  second  year.  The  mother  also  of  the  person  we  now  speak  of,  had 
likewise  a  fistula  of  the  same  nature,  and  suffered  a  burning  pain  as  in  her  own 
case  ; — wherefore  as  Charlotte  N.,  but  not  Sophia  Y.,  being  younger  by  eight 
years,  well  remembers,  she  taught  them  from  their  tenderest  years  frequently 
to  press  out  the  contents  of  the  fistula. 

Case  5  to  9. — We  have  here  therefore,  in  four  children,  as  many  cases, 
that  is,  from  the  fifth  to  the  eighth  ;  in  the  mother  we  have  the  ninth  case. 
In  which  it  is  to  be  noted  that  eight  cases  thus  shewing  themselves  in  the 
same  family,  and  in  three  generations,  leave  no  doubt  respecting  the  heredi¬ 
tary  nature  of  the  deformation.  That  this  may  be  made  more  apparent,  I 
shall,  as  lawyers  do,  give  a  genealogical  tree  of  the  family. 


The  Mother. — Case  ix. 
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CASE  V. 
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CASE  VI. 

CASE  VII. 

CASE  VIII. 

Case  10. — Z:  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  forty-two  years  of  age,  strong, 
almost  athletic,  and  enjoying  the  best  health.  In  the  right  side  of  the  neck, 
near  the  sternal  extremity  of  the  collar  bone,  towards  the  inner  margin  of 
the  outer  head  of  the  sterno -mastoid  muscle,  there  may  be  seen  in  the  skin 
which  is  unchanged  however  as  to  color,  a  depression  about  the  size  of  the 
head  of  a  small  pin,  which  contains  the  entrance  of  a  fistula  scarcely  obser¬ 
vable.  From  this  place  it  is  easy  to  follow  a  little  cord  about  the  thickness 
of  a  crow  quill,  proceeding  upwards  and  inwards  under  the  skin,  and  finally 
disappearing  under  the  anterior  margin  of  the  sterno-mastoid  muscle. 
During  deglutition  the  skin  around  the  opening  forms  a  little  shallow  fold, 
about  half  an  inch  long,  and  which  fold  is  drawn  a  little  upwards.  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  introducing  the  probe  ;  but  it  had  been  introduced  in  former 
years,  when  it  reached  that  spot  where  the  little  cord  dips  behind  the  muscle. 
When  the  mouth  and  nose  are  closed,  and  expiration  attempted,  no  air  comes 
from  the  opening.  The  matter  excreted  from  the  fistula  is  puriform,  varying 
in  quantity,  and  is  said  at  one  time  to  have  equalled  the  half  of  a  small 
spoonful.  The  greatest  quantity  was  secreted  in  summer,  also  after  any  ex¬ 
citement  caused  by  violent  motions,  by  exciting  drinks,  as  wine,  strong 
coffee,  &c.  In  respect  to  the  mode  by  which  the  fistula  was  emptied,  whether 
as  in  many  cases  a  little  swelling  first  appeared,  I  could  not  be  certain,  because 
the  place  was  not  exposed,  or  only  slightly  covered  as  in  women ;  I  suspect, 
however  that  in  this  respect  the  case  resembled  case  third.  On  the  left  side  of 
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the  neck,  evidently  in  the  same  place  as  the  aperture  in  the  right  side,  a 
portion  of  the  skin  about  a  line  in  diameter,  somewhat  reddish,  shews  a  small 
opening  about  a  line  in  depth,  which  also  secretes  a  liquor,  but  in  so  small  a 
quantity  that  the  opening  was  pointed  out  for  the  first  time  to  the  patient 

himself,  he  never  having  observed  it  before. 

The  right  fistula  was  discovered  by  the  mother  of  this  gentleman  soon  after 
birth,  who  often  narrated  to  him  that  she  had  observed,  whilst  washing  him 
with  a  sponge,  a  few  days  after  birth,  a  tenacious  filament  was  drawn  from 
the  neck  by  the  sponge  ;  and  on  enquiring  more  accurately  into  the  matter,  she 
discovered  that  the  filament  was  formed  by  a  liquor  excreted  from  the  opening 
situated  in  the  neck,  which  appearance  afterwards  always  shewed  itself  whilst 
washing  him.  This  polite  gentleman  jocosely  related  to  me,  that  whilst  he 
lived  formerly  at  Berlin,  he  could  scarcely  keep  from  his  throat  the  knife  of 
the  excellent  Mursinua,  who  always  contended  that  so  rare  an  affection, 
although  it  gave  rise  to  no  inconvenience,  yet  ought  to  be  removed  by  the 
scalpel,  for  the  greater  glory  of  the  art.  Eor  the  last  three  years,  the  dis- 
chargehas  diminished,  and  at  times  has  almost  disappeared.  No  vestige  of 
such  a  fistula  could  be  observed  in  the  parents  of  this  gentleman,  nor  in  his 
seven  brothers,  nor  seven  children. 

(jase  ll —M  :  a  tailor,  thirty-four  years  of  age,  strong  constitution, 
healthy.  In  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  just  beyond  the  insertion  of  the  inner 
head  of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle,  a  little  below  the  upper  and  anterior 
margin  of  the  sternal  extremity  of  the  collar  bone  there  is  a  reddish  depression, 
admitting  of  no  probe,  and  equalling  in  size  tne  head  of  a  small  pin.  2  " 
below  this,  and  1|  more  outwards,  upon  a  somewhat  level  elevation,  there 
is  an  oval  depression  1 long,  fT  broad,  whose  long  diameter  is  directed 
obliquely  inwards  and  downwards.  A  pale  red  tubercle,  similar  to  the 
telangiectasia  often  observed  in  children,  fills  this  fovea,  closely  joined  to  the 
margin  of  the  fovea  at  its  inner  and  lower  part,  but  superiorly  and  externally, 
merely  touching  the  margin,  so  that  you  may  introduce  a  probe  between 
them  and  move  it  about  freely  under  the  skin  towards  the  fore  part  of  the 
margin,  for  1  to  lk  inch.  I  observed  no  secretion.— 1  W  deeper  and 
again  more  inwards  in  an  almost  perpendicular  direction,  below  the  last 
fovea  or  depression,  a  third  may  be  seen,  1  >"  in  diameter  and  of  but  little 
depth,  in  the  midst  of  which  may  be  seen  an  opening  equal  in  size  to  a  pin’s 
head,  which  gives  out  when  pressed  a  drop  of  a  viscous  limpid  fluid.  A 
probe  may  readily  be  introduced,  and  passed  upwards  for  half  an  inch  without 
meeting  any  distinct  impediment.  Directly  beneath  the  inferior  aperture 
there  is  an  irregular  portion  of  the  skin  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch  m 
breadth  paler  than  the  rest  of  the  skin,  with  an  elevated  margin,  and  simu¬ 
lating  a  cicatrix.  These  apertures  do  not  follow  the  movements  of  the 
pharynx  ;  but  on  the  head  being  turned  strongly  to  the  left  side,  that  portion 
of  the  integument  in  which  the  apertures  are  included,  is  drawn  upwards 
above  the  collar  bone.  It  occurred  to  me  to  inject  about  the  half  of  the 
contents  of  an  Anel’s  syringe  into  the  lower  aperture,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  observe  the  movements  of  deglutition  ;  but  the  extreme  humidity  of  the 
patient  produced  fainting,  and  prevented  me  completing  or  repeating  t  e  in¬ 
jection  ;  I  cannot  therefore  for  certain  affirm  its  probable  connexion  with 
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ON  THE  SKIN,  AND  THE  USES  OF  THE  NEW  EPITHEMS, 
WITH  CASES. — By  Alfred  Markwick,  Surgeon  to  the  Western 
German  Dispensary,  &c.  London  :  32,  King  William  Street,  City. 
1847.  12mo.  Pp.  137. 

Published  by  the  Epithem  Co .,  King  William  Street ,  London.  Price  2 s.  6d. 

Abstract. — The  object  of  this  little  work  is  to  point  out  the  uses  and  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  “  Spongio  Piline,”  and  “  Impermeable  Piline,”  materials  intro¬ 
duced  some  few  months  back,  by  the  author,  to  the  notice  of  the  profession. 
The  work  itself  is  divided  into  four  chapters.  The  first  two  are  devoted  to 
the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the  skin,  and  the  latter  two  to  a  description 
of  the  above  mentioned  articles.  In  chap.  iii.  the  author  points  out,  1st,  the 
nature  of  poultices  and  fomentations,  and  what  their  effects  depend  upon ; 
2ndly,  the  objections  to  them,  and  their  inefficacy  ;  3rdly,  the  modus  operandi 
of  warmth  and  moisture  ;  and  4thly,  the  requisites  for  an  effectual  and  bene¬ 
ficial  poultice  and  fomentation  cloth.  He  then  proceeds  to  describe  the 
“  Spongio  Piline,”  which  he  says  has  the  important  advantage  of  retaining  its 
warmth  and  moisture  for  several  hours  ;  of  being  applicable  to  every  part  of 
the  body,  without  inconvenience  or  annoyance  ;  of  not  being  liable  to  decom¬ 
position  ;  of  being  light,  and  therefore  occasioning  the  patient  no  fatigue ; 
and  lastly,  in  being  cheaper,  more  economical,  and  far  more  efficacious  than 
the  ordinary  remedies.  In  proof  of  this  he  has  advanced  several  eases,  which 
have  occurred  in  his  own,  and  other  practice.  One  of  these  was  a  case  of 
“  Puerperal  Peritonitis,”  where  it  proved  of  great  benefit ;  its  superiority  over 
linseed  meal,  which  had  been  used  unsuccessfully,  being  very  apparent.  Chap, 
iv.  contains  an  account  of  the  “  Impermeable  Piline,”  a  fabric  that  is  extremely 
serviceable  as  a  chest-protector,  in  various  affections  ;  as  a  covering  for  scrofu¬ 
lous  tumours  ;  and  for  the  application  of  stimulating  liniments,  to  supersede 
blisters  and  mustard  plaisters,  &c. 

Ed.  Comm. — We  have  examined  this  little  work  and  find  the  above  abstract 
a  correct  synopsis  of  its  contents.  It  promises  to  be  of  much  service  to  the 
general  practitioner,  and  contains  many  valuable  hints  well  worthy  of  serious 
consideration.  But  it  does  not  demand  any  lengthened  notice  from  us,  not 
being  sufficiently  obstetrical ;  still  we  cannot  dismiss  it  without  a  recommen¬ 
dation. — Ld. 

ACCOUNT  OF  A  CASE  IN  WHICH  TWO  FCETUSES  WERE 
UNITED  AT  THE  STERNUM,  WITH  ONLY  ONE  LIVER  AND 
ONE  HEART  COMMON  TO  BOTH.— By  R.  U.  West,  Esq.,  Sur¬ 
geon,  Hogsthorpe,  Lincolnshire.  Pamphlet.  Pp.  12,  Tllus.  7. 
Reprinted  from  the  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal ,  No.  173.  1847. 

Abstract. — This  pamphlet  is  intended  to  draw  attention  to  the  birth  of 
two  foetuses  joined  together  at  the  sternum,  something  similar  to  the  Siamese 
twins,  but  differing  widely  in  internal  confirmation.  The  difficulties  attendant 
upon  a  doublet  passing  through  the  female  pelvis  are  considered  at  length. 
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The  child  was  partly  mutilated  to  facilitate  delivery,  which  was  eventually  ac¬ 
complished  without  injury  to  the  perineum.  The  weight  of  the  foetuses  was 
131bs.  avoir.  They  had  some  peculiar,  if  not  unique  points  about  them,  viz., 
the  umbilical  cord  was  supposed  to  contain  four  umbilical  arteries,  and  only 
one  vein  ;  one  liver  and  one  heart  common  to  both.  Of  other  organs  each 
had  its  share. 

Ed.  Comm. — It  is  not  easy  to  explain  this  case  without  the  illustrations,  we 
therefore  refer  the  reader  to  the  original.  The  course  pursued  by  Mr.  West 
to  effect  delivery  merits  our  approbation,  and  we  think  that  the  case  was  most 
judiciously  managed  throughout.  The  peculiar  anomalies  of  organisation  are 
extremely  rare,  perhaps  unparalleled.  It  is  unnecessary  to  speculate  upon  the 
probabilities  of  such  a  case.  We  scarcely  imagine  they  could  have  survived 
had  no  mutilation  occurred.  The  illustrations  are  well  executed,  and  of  great 
assistance  in  understanding  the  case. 

TABLE  OE  URINARY  DEPOSITS,  WITH  THE  IE  TESTS  EOE 
CLINICAL  EXAMINATION. — By  E.  C.  Golding,  M.D.,  London. 
Eolio  Sheet.  Peice  Is.  K.  Renshaw,  356,  Strand,  London. 

The  title  of  this  table  fully  explains  its  utility.  It  is  arranged  with  great 
care  and  ability,  and  is  evidently  the  result  of  experience  and  the  most  perse¬ 
vering  enquiry.  We  cordially  recommend  it  to  the  profession. 

ON  THE  CAUSES  AND  TEEATMENT  OF  ABOETION  AND 
STEEILITY.  BEING-  THE  EESULT  OF  AN  EXTENDED 
PEACTICAL  ENQUIRY  INTO  THE  PHYSIOLOGICAL  AND 
MOEBID  CONDITIONS  OE  THE  UTEEUS,  WITH  EEFEEENCE 
ESPECIALLY  TO  LEUCORRHCEAL  AFFECTIONS,  AND  THE 
DISEASES  OF  MENSTRUATION.  —  By  Jas.  Whitehead,  Esq., 
F.E.C.S.  —  Surgeon  to  the  Manchester  and  Saeeord  Lying-in 
Hospital.  Eoyal  Octavo.  Pp.  426.  Illustrated  with  Plates. 
Price  12s.  London:  J.  Churchill.  1847. 

Abstract. — The  author  in  this  work,  directs  attention,  in  the  first  place,  to 
the  true  nature  and  source  of  the  menstrual  product,  and  to  the  ascertained 
properties  of  the  uterine  and  vaginal  secretions.  In  the  second  place,  he  no¬ 
tices,  the  influence  of  employment  upon  the  developement  of  puberty,  and 
particularly  with  reference  to  that  in  cotton  factories.  It  having  been  broadly 
asserted,  that  in  manufacturing  districts  early  womanhood  is  remarkably  evi¬ 
dent  as  a  consequence  of  the  employment ;  the  author  conceives  this  is  fully 
disproved  by  the  inquiries  recorded  in  this  work.  Thirdly,  the  average  active 
duration  of  the  menstrual  function,  from  the  age  of  15|  to  47  L  The  average 
duration  of  the  child-bearing  aptitude  (influenced,  to  a  certain  degree,  by 
conventional  usages)  from  the  age  of  21|  to  that  of  41|- ;  and  the  evil  conse¬ 
quences  of  early  marriages,  as  particularly  noticeable  amongst  the  Irish. 
Fourthly,  amongst  the  signs  of  pregnancy  the  author  has  noticed  the  physiolo¬ 
gical  changes,  effected  upon  the  lower  section  of  the  uterus,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  period,  upwards,  and  has  recorded  some  instances  of 
menstruation  during  pregnancy,  with  the  probable  causes  of  these  phenomena, 
as  well  as  of  the  absence  of  menstruation  before  pregnancy.  Fifthly,  the  sta¬ 
tistics  of  abortion.  Sixthly,  the  causes  of  abortion,  and  arrangement  of 
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uterine  diseases,  according  to  certain  differential  and  definite  characteristics 
which  they  are  found  to  present.  Characters  of  venereal  affections,  and  the 
evidence  of  their  existence  in  the  system.  Prolapsus  uteri.  "Virulent  nature 
of  the  product  of  some  forms  of  uterine  disease.  Purulent  opthalmia  of  in¬ 
fants,  &c.  Seventhly,  the  part  on  sterility  is  necessarily  short,  because  the 
author  conceives  that  what  had  been  previously  said,  would  contribute  mate¬ 
rially  to  a  right  understanding  on  this  subject,  and  also  because  very  little  had 
been  recorded  by  authors  respecting  this  condition,  as  connected  with  tangible 
uterine  disease.  The  author  did  not  deem  it  requisite  to  dwell  upon  the  dif¬ 
ferent  conjectures  that  have  been  hazarded  by  various  authorities,  anatomical 
defects,  &c.,  as  being  capable  of  preventing  fecundation. 

Ed.  Comm.  The  abstract  just  presented  to  our  readers  affords  a  fair  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  work  now  before  us.  We  have  perused  it  with  considerable 
pleasure,  and  commend  the  author  for  the  erudite  manner  in  which  the  work 
is  written,  for  the  valuable  facts  he  has  recorded,  and  the  ingeuuity  of  their 
application.  Our  attention  has  been  arrested  by  some  reviews  of  this  work, 
and  more  particularly  by  that  in  the  Medico- Chirurg .  Hevieiv,  which  we  consi¬ 
der  to  err  in  saying  that  the  physiological  and  pathological  facts  here  collected 
are  “  Mere  matters  of  curiosity .”  It  is  by  a  poor  reward  for  such  laborious  in¬ 
vestigations  to  be  thus  treated,  but  it  is  only  another  instance  of  the  gross  in¬ 
justice  of  anonymous  reviewing,  our  strong  condemnation  of  which  is  recorded 
in  our  editorial  address.  We  are  at  present  compelled  to  condense  our  own 
remarks  on  this  work  as  much  as  possible,  as  we  purpose  giving  a  lengthy  ex¬ 
tract  as  an  example  of  the  author’s  style,  and  method  of  treating  his  subject ; 
promising,  however,  to  enter  more  iully  into  some  parts  of  the  work  in  our 
No.  for  February.  In  reference  to  the  nature  and  source  of  the  menstrual 
product,  and  other  secretions  of  the  uterus  and  vagina  (a  subject  even  now  but 
imperfectly  understood),  the  author  advances  some  valuable  information,  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  assistance  of  the  microscope.  Chemical  analysis,  however,  (that 
powerful  adjunct  to  all  physiological  and  pathological  researches)  does  not  re¬ 
ceive  notice  commensurate  with  its  importance,  and  which  we  should  have 
desired  in  a  work  of  the  nature  of  that  before  us.  The  author  enters  with  a 
keen  spirit  of  enquiry  into  the  question  £t  ivhether  employment  in  artificially 
heated  factories  has  a  tendency  to  produce  precocious  womanhood .”  Upon 
this  subject  we  have  much  to  say,  supported  by  our  own  observations  and  by 
the  authority  of  Lignac  and  other  writers  ;  and  we  are  obliged  to  confess  that 
our  views  do  not  coincide  with  those  advanced  bv  Mr.  Whitehead.  Want  of 
space,  however,  compels  us  to  defer  them  to  a  succeeding  number,  when  we 
shall  enter  most  fully  into  the  subject,  and  discuss  all  its  relative  bearings. 
The  statistical  table  produced  by  the  author  is  on  much  too  small  a  scale,  and 
likely  to  lead  to  erroneous  conclusions.  In  fact,  statistics  can  only  be  valu¬ 
able  and  depended  upon  with  safety,  when  collected  on  a  very  large  scale. 
There  are  other  causes  connected  with  this  subject,  actively  at  work  in  the 
manufacturing  districts,  wdiicli  are  not  alluded  to  in  the  work  before  us,  and 
which,  in  our  opinion,  are  deeply  concerned  in  its  proper  consideration,  and 
of  momentous  importance  at  the  present  day.  These  we  shall  also  enter  upon 
in  our  succeeding  number.  The  particular  references  to  the  Irish  poor  we 
conceive  to  be  rather  misapplied,  as  the  result  of  our  own  observations  in  the 
town  of  Manchester  affords  a  very  different  conclusion  ;  reserving  these 
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points,  however,  the  author’s  observations  are  deserving  of  serious  considera¬ 
tion,  and  evidently  matured  by  diligence  and  enquiry. 

The  portion  we  have  selected  for  an  example  of  the  author’s  style,  affords  a 
truly  distressing  picture  of  the  state  of  the  labouring  classes  in  the  manufac¬ 
turing  districts  :  that  it  is  not  overdrawn,  our  own  experience  testifies.  At 
the  present  time,  when  the  social  and  moral  welfare  of  the  lower  classes  occu¬ 
pies  so  much  of  public  attention,  the  information  conveyed  in  the  following 
extract  will  be  much  appreciated,  and  ought  to  be  carefully  read  by  all.  To 
the  statesman,  philanthropist,  medical  man,  and  economist,  we  recommend  its 
attentive  perusal.  Whilst  thousands  are  lavished  on  converting  the  Hindoo, 
and  civilizing  the  African,  is  it  not  strange  that  such  evils  should  be  tolerated 
in  the  very  centre  of  our  domestic  system ;  nay,  close  to  our  very  doors  ? 

“  The  preposterous  custom  alluded  to  in  our  text  (early  marriages),  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  which  is  sufficiently  obvious,  is  not  the  result  of  the 
factory,  or  of  any  other  system  peculiar  to  Manchester  and  towns  of  similar 
character,  as  some  writers  have  alleged ;  it  prevails  principally  amongst  the 
poor  Irish  residents,  who  form  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  population  of  the 
manufacturing  districts.  Marriages  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  years  of 
age  are  constantly  taking  place  amongst  them  ;  not  suddenly,  and  by  stealth, 
as  might  be  supposed ;  but  openly,  deliberately,  with  the  previous  knowledge, 
if  not  with  the  approbation  of  the  parents  ;  and  under  the  sanction  of  a 
solemn  religious  ceremony.  In  nine  cases,  out  of  every  ten,  neither  party 
can  read  or  write.  The  juvenile  husband,  if  fortunate  enough  to  be  in 
employ,  holds  a  precarious  situation,  by  which  he  probably  earns  from  six  to 
ten  shillings  per  week,  and  the  wife  realizes,  perhaps,  six  or  eight  shillings 
more.  But  want  of  employment  does  not  deter  them  from  entering  into  the 
bonds  of  wedlock,  provided  they  can  obtain  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  mar¬ 
riage  fees.  If  employed,  however,  the  married  couple  live  in  comparative 
luxury  for  some  weeks,  or  months,  until  by  sickness  or  other  misfortunes, 
or  the  contingencies  of  child-bearing,  their  supplies  are  cut  off,  and  thus  they 
become  reduced  at  once  to  a  state  of  pauperism. 

Their  household  expenses  are  very  trifling  :  and  these  discharged,  the  rest 
of  their  earnings  is  spent  upon  articles  of  daily  consumption.  Provision  for 
the  following  day,  or  even  for  the  following  hour,  never  seems  to  form  a 
subject  of  thought.  They  are  content  to  lodge  in  the  same  cellar  or  garret 
with  their  parents  and  family,  and  other  parties  ;  they  share  the  same  litter 
of  straw  or  of  shavings,  with  other  couples  similarly  circumstanced ;  they 
participate  in  the  same  domestic  conveniences,  the  extent  of  which  is  some¬ 
what  singular  and  interesting.  No  furniture  adorns  the  apartment  in  which 
they  live,  beyond  one  or  two  chairs  or  stools,  and  a  sort  of  table.  In  many 
instances  the  floor  of  the  room  is  never  washed  or  even  swept ;  the  fire-place 
is  never  cleansed,  and  the  ashes  remain  unmoved,  except  when  the  fire  will 
no  longer  burn.  The  walls  are  never  whitewashed.  Some  time  ago  I  made 
particular  enquiries  upon  this  subject,  of  parties  occupying  several  streets 
of  houses  in  a  district  known  by  a  name  which  indicates  the  origin  of  a  great 
proportion  of  its  inhabitants.  Amongst  them  were  individuals  who  had 
resided  upon  the  property  for  a  period  of  from  twelve  to  twenty  years,  and 
not  one  could  be  found,  who  remembered  any  of  the  houses  being  either 
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whitewashed  or  painted.  The  walls  and  ceilings  were  worse  than  black,  and 
stained  by  thousands  of  marks  of  slaughtered  vermin,  which  had  been  crushed 
with  the  finger,  or  pursued  with  the  flame  of  a  candle,  as  they  crawled  along 
upon  the  mortar.  The  stench  in  most  of  these  places  was  pestilential  and 
suffocating.  A  pig  not  unfrequently  occupies  a  corner  of  the  apartmeut, 
where  the  inmates  eat,  and  sleep,  and  cook  their  victuals. 

The  individual  condition  of  these  people  is  much  in  keeping  with  that  o 
the  places  they  inhabit.  They  are  extremely  inattentive  to  personal  cleanli¬ 
ness.  They  seldom  properly  cleanse  them  skin,  and  perhaps  never  extend  the 
process  beyond  the  part  immediately  exposed  to  view.  Their  linen  is  worn 
for  an  indefinite  period,  without  changing  or  washing.  I  have  frequently 
witnessed  a  garment  wTorn,  unchanged,  until  it  has  fallen  from  the  person  in 
tatters.  During  the  disasters  of  sickness,  and  especially  during  the  puerperal 
period,  the  articles  of  dress  nearest  the  skin  become  absolutely  putrid.  The 
whole  drapery  about  the  bed  is  literally  saturated  with  filth,  and  alive  with 
vermin,  which  are  suffered  to  crawl  unmolested,  beneath  the  eye  3  and  the 
emanations  are  overpowering. 

In  the  economy  of  housekeeping  their  deficiency  is  most  humiliating. — 
Their  diet  consists  principally  of  dried  fish,  potatoes,  and  bread,  and  of  expen¬ 
sive  (comparatively  expensive)  ready  cooked  articles  procured  from  the  shops. 
The  meat  is  never  set  forth  upon  a  table;  but  distributed  immediately  from 
the  pan,  or  smouldering  ashes,  as  it  approaches  a  state  of  edibility ;  his  share 
of  the  morsel  being  seized  by  each,  and  consumed  after  his  own  fashion.  Of 
the  idea  of  “ family  circle ”  and  “ fire-side  enjoyment”  they  are  utterly  un¬ 
conscious.  The  meal,  such  as  it  is,  being  finished,  an  adjournment  to  the 
dram  shop  is  a  very  common  practice ;  and  the  intoxicating  liquor  is  often 
poured  down  the  throats  of  children  five  or  six  years  old.  They  have  no  idea 
of  the  use  of  the  loaf,  but  whilst  it  is  new,  regarding  it  as  useless,  or  fit  only 
for  the  pig  wdien  stale.  Pieces  of  the  finest  bread  consequently,  are  often 
seen  scattered  about  the  sick  room  in  quantity  sufficient  to  furnish  one  of  the 
most  suitable  articles  of  diet  that  the  invalid  could  desire,  if  only  a  little 
trouble  vras  bestowed  in  preparing  it.  Arrow  root,  sago,  and  other  nutritious 
articles  are  occasionally  supplied  from  some  of  the  medical  institutions  ;  but 
in  general  they  he  neglected  and  untouched,  and  are  ultimately  thrown  away, 
for  want  of  knowing  how  to  prepare  them  for  use.  Yret  is  a  demand  being 
constantly  made  by  the  patient  or  those  about  her,  for  something  nourishing  ; 
referring  always  to  wine  or  spirituous  liquors. 

Those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  coming  frequently  into  contact  with  the 
lower  orders  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  cannot  avoid  the  conviction,  that  the 
origin  of  a  vast  amount  of  the  misery  that  prevails  amongst  them,  both  in  this 
and  their  own  country,  may  be  directly  referred  to  these  very  imprudent,  and 
unnaturally  early  marriages ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  numerous  instances  of 
physical  imperfection  and  mental  decrepitude  witnessed  in  the  offspring  of 
such  unions.”  Here  our  space  compels  us  to  stop  ;  we  have  yet  some  impor¬ 
tant  points  to  discuss  with  the  author,  and  which  we  shall  with  pleasure  enter 
fully  into  in  our  February  number,  particularly  in  reference  to  some  errors  in 
drawing  his  averages  on  the  commencement  of  menstruation  or  puberty,  and 
give  ample  illustration  of  the  chapters  on  abortion  and  sterility,  &c. 
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We  think  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  reader  after  this  quotation  of  the  author, 
not  to  agree  with  our  view,  that  precocious  womanhood  doe3  exist  amongst 
the  manufacturing  population  ;  that  laxity  of  morals  may  be  esteemed  one,  if 
not  the  great  cause,  assisted,  no  doubt,  more  or  less  by  the  artificial  heat  to 
which  they  are  exposed. 


(To  be  continued .) 


OBSTETRIC  RETROSPECT  FOR  DEC.  1847. 

In  commencing  our  retrospective  labours  we  are  compelled  to  apologise 
for  the  incompleteness  of  our  design  in  this  department,  the  multiplicity  of 
subjects  invariably  attendant  upon  a  new  undertaking  forced  upon  us  in  our 
editorial  capacity,  having  prevented  that  full  attention  which  we  purpose,  for 
the  future,  to  devote  to  its  execution.  We  have,  however,  much  pleasure  in 
informing  our  subscribers  that  the  Retrospects  of  the  Record  will  shortly  be 
undertaken  by  a  gentleman  whose  name  alone  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  for 
care  of  selection  and  comprehensive  arrangement ;  but  until  our  plans  are 
more  fully  matured,  the  duty  of  necessity  devolves  upon  ourselves. 

We  shall  divide  the  subject  as  follows  : — 1st,  Practical  Midwifery  ;  2nd, 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  ;  3rd,  Pathology  ;  and  4th,  Miscellaneous 
matter  not  included  in  the  other  divisions. 

Practical  Obstetricy.- — This  part  of  our  subject  is  almost  wholly  ab¬ 
sorbed  by,  and  might  justly  be  headed  “  Etherization  and  Chloroform  appli¬ 
cation.”  This  is  indeed  the  age  of  new  discoveries,  of  which  Obstetricy 
claims  a  proportionate  share.  So  entirely  lias  etherization  and  the  exhibition 
of  chloroform  occupied  the  attention  of  the  profession,  that  our  notice  of 
other  matters  must  necessarily  be  limited  on  account  of  the  paucity  of  ma¬ 
terials  afforded.  This  newly  discovered  Anaesthetic  agent  is  forming  a  most 
important  feature  in  the  medical  discussions  and  enquiries  of  the  present 
day.  Scarcely  a  meeting  occurs  but  its  investigation  occupies  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  proceedings  ;  not  a  paper  can  be  referred  to  without  finding 
this  subject  frequently  alluded  to  in  its  columns ;  and  numerous  pamphlets 
are  in  course  of  publication,  enlarging  upon  its  manifold  advantages.  The 
medical  journals  abound  with  reports  of  its  successful  exhibition  in  the  most 
painful  and  dangerous  operations,  and  were  we  implicitly  to  rely  upon  all 
that  is  stated,  we  should  undoubtedly  consider  its  discovery  the  greatest 
boon  ever  conferred  upon  suffering  humanity,  and  the  all-pow7erful  means  oi 
converting  the  most  dreadful  sufferings  into  comparative  ease  and  comfort. 
The  greatest  care  is  requisite  in  investigating  this  important  subject,  to 
enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  just  and  proper  conclusion,  unbiassed  by  the  argu¬ 
ments  and  statements  of  others,  and  uninfluenced  by  the  apparent  grandeur 
and  humanity  of  the  discovery.  However  high  in  the  profession  the  sup¬ 
porters  of  its  advantages  may  be,  and  however  numerous  may  be  the  records 
of  its  successful  exhibition,  it  is  our  duty,  not  hastily  to  arrive  at  a  positive 
conclusion,  but  carefully  to  study  each  particular  case,  divesting  ourselves 
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entirely  of  tlie  ardor  naturally  attendant  upon  first  discoveries,  and  bringing 
an  unprejudiced  mind  and  a  cool  judgment,  to  penetrate  into  the  very  deepest 
recesses  of  the  subject.  In  a  short  time  all  the  uncertainty  at  present  en¬ 
veloping  this  powerful  agent,  will  be  dissipated  by  the  vigour  and  intellect 
bestowed  upon  its  investigation  ;  it  will  then  appear  to  all  in  its  intrinsic 
value,  and  occupy  its  proper  position  amongst  the  discoveries  of  modern 
science.  That  the  use  of  anaesthetic  agents  is  of  antient  date,  is  undeniable  ; 
Dioscorides,  Pliny,  Apuleius,  and  other  writers  of  antiquity,  bearing  ample 
testimony  to  their  exhibition  to  produce  “  insensibility  to  pain  in  those  ivho 
are  to  be  cut  or  cauterized In  the  middle  ages,  also,  this  agency  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  operative  surgery,  as  evidenced  by  a  curious  extract  from  a  surgical 
treatise  by  Theodoric,  who  died  in  1298,  quoted  by  Dr.  Simpson.  The  Indians 
of  the  present  day  are  apparently  acquainted  with  its  virtues  :  and  the  Swiss 
mountaineer  is  in  the  habit  of  destroying  the  nest  of  the  formica  rufa,  and 
inhaling  the  aromatic  perfume  from  it,  as  a  restorative  from  the  effects  of 
labour  and  fatigue.  The  chemical  and  therapeutic  history  of  sulphuric  aether 
can  be  traced  from  Lully,  Hollander,  Valentine,  &c.,  in  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  centuries  ;  to  Valerius  Cordus,  who  accurately  described  its  for- 
mation  in  the  sixteenth  century ;  and  to  Frobenius,  who  gave  it  the  designation 
of  aether,  and  described  it  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  1730.  Its 
therapeutic  history  can  be  traced  from  its  first  mention  as  a  medical  agent  by 
Valerius  Cordus,  down  to  Hoffman,  Cullen,  and  other  writers  of  the  last 
century.  Most  probably,  of  all  the  numerous  competitors  for  its  first  appli¬ 
cation  in  procuring  insensibility  to  pain,  the  honor  justly  belongs  to  Horace 
Wells.  Dr.  Pearson  was  undoubtedly  the  first  who  recommended  the  in¬ 
halation  of  sulphuric  aether  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  in  a  pamphlet  published 
in  1795;  it  was  also  alluded  to  by  several  medical  writers  before  adopted  by 
Dr.  Morton  as  an  anaesthetic  agent.  According  to  Dr.  Pereira,  chloroform 
was  first  obtained  by  an  American,  and  communicated  in  uSillimaris  Journal ” 
of  January  1832.  About  this  period  M.  Soubeiran,  and  subsequently  Dr. 
Black,  of  Manchester,  also  alluded  to  the  subject.  About  1834  Dumas  and 
Peligot  determined  its  true  elementary  constitution,  and  gave  it  the  desig¬ 
nation  of  chloroform  ;  which,  with  Liebig’s  denomination  of  perchloride,  it 
retains  to  the  present  day.  In  1842,  Dr.  Glover  published  in  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ,  a  chapter  on  bromine  and  its  compounds,  and 
mentions  the  physiological  properties  of  the  bromide  and  chloride  of  olefiant 
gas,  of  kromoform,  chloroform,  and  iodoform,  and  recommended  their  use  in 
the  treatment  of  diseases.  To  Professor  Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  we  are 
indebted  for  its  present  extensive  notoriety,  and  for  its  first  exhibition  in 
eases  of  obstetricy.  Although  the  candidates  are  numerous  for  priority  of 
discovery,  to  him  undoubtedly  belongs  the  honor  of  its  extensive  application 
and  adaptation  to  modern  practice,  and  to  him  is  to  be  attributed  its  present 
world- wide  reputation.*  Its  chemical  composition  consists  of  two  atoms  of 
carbon,  one  of  hydrogen,  and  three  of  chlorine  ;  or  otherwise,  one  atom  of 
formyle  and  three  of  chlorine — hence  its  chemical  formula  is  0  2  H  C 1.  3,  or 
F  o  C  1.  3.  It  may  be  obtained  by  various  processes ;  but  we  have  in  our 

*  Mr.  Waldie,  of  Liverpool,  declares  that  he  first  suggested  the  use  of  chloroform  te 
Professor  Simpson. 
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first  number,  p.  38,  described  tlie  method  of  preparation.  M.  Dumas  gives 
some  curious  particulars  of  the  qualities  of  chloroform,  which  want  of  space 
prevents  us  noticing.  Great-  care  should  be  taken  to  obtain  the  best  prepa- 
ration,  as  Dr.  Simpson  attributes  the  length  of  time  frequently  required  to 
obtain  unconsciousness,  to  the  use  of  an  inferior  production  ;  to  this  cause 
the  several  cases  recorded  of  its  imperfect  effects  are  also  to  be  attributed. 
Different  methods  for  its  exhibition  are  resorted  to,  and  all  appear  to  possess 
their  respective  admirers.  Professor  Simpson  recommends  the  use  of  a 
handkerchief  alone,  and  many  strongly  advocate  this  opinion  ;  but  if  care  be 
not  taken,  irritation,  if  not  vesication  is  produced.  Others  prefer  a  sponge, 
in  some  instances  protected  by  a  thin  wire  gauze,  to  prevent  vesication;  and 
some  merely  use  a  piece  of  lint.  'Whichever  method  produces  the  most  im¬ 
mediate  result,  with  the  greatest  simplicity  and  ease  of  exhibition,  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  best ;  as  every  thing  tending  to  arouse  the  attention,  or  to 
promote  excitement,  is  peremptorily  forbidden.  The  first  sensation  expe¬ 
rienced  is  one  of  warmth  and  excitation,  followed  by  a  whirring  noise  in  the 
ears,  and  accompanied  by  a  vibratory  thrilling  and  gradual  benumbing  of  the 
body — loss  of  motion  ensues — then  sensation — and  lastly  consciousness.  Its 
effects,  according  to  Dr.  Simpson,  are  soporose  respiration,  pupil  sometimes 
contracted,  sometimes  dilated— pulse  first  quickened,  then  normal — muscles 
relaxed,  rarely  cataleptic,  more  rarely  clonically  contracted.  Its  effect  on  the 
blood  is  disputed. 

Professor  Simpson  has  published  several  pamphlets  respecting  the  value 
and  safety  of  its  exhibition  ;  entering  fully  into  the  question,  and  acquitting 
himself  with  considerable  ability.  Pie  produces  abundance  of  evidence  to 
prove  the  safety  and  value  of  the  discovery,  and  of  its  effect  in  producing  in¬ 
sensibility  to  pain  during  the  pangs  of  child-birth,  its  relaxation  of  the 
muscles,  and  its  aid  in  assisting  and  facilitating  parturition.  He  denies  that 
it  diminishes  the  uterine  contractions,  and  distincly  states  it  is  a  duty  incum¬ 
bent  upon  every  practitioner  to  exhibit  this  agent,  as  a  means  of  lessening 
pain  and  danger  in  an  agonizing  operation.  He  mentions  the  traditional 
difficulties  invariably  attendant  upon  the  introduction  of  new  discoveries, 
and  most  energetically  combats  the  opinions  of  those  who  disapprove  of  its 
application  upon  the  grounds  of  religion.  He  produces  many  cases  of  its 
successful  exhibition  in  lengthened  and  difficult  labours,  and  when  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  instruments  was  required,  without  any  injurious  symptoms  accom¬ 
panying  or  following  the  application,  and  without  the  recovery  of  the  female 
being  at  all  retarded.  Two  cases  of  its  successful  use  are  recorded  in  the 
Lancet  of  December  4th — difficult  parturition,  and  perforation  consequent 
upon  deformed  pelvis ;  and  thus,  apparently,  much  suffering  was  avoided  by 
the  mother.  Several  successful  cases  are  also  recorded  as  having  occurred 
at  Paris,  and  it  is  there  experiencing  the  most  searching  investigation.  In 
the  Lancet  of  December  11th,  Dr.  Simpson  records  nine  cases  of  its  successful 
exhibition,  and  its  valuable  assistance,  particularly  in  the  eighth  case,  w-here 
operative  and  instrumental  assistance  were  required,  and  in  the  ninth,  which 
was  one  of  long  continuance  and  danger 

Dr.  Protheroe  Smith  is  also  an  able  advocate  for  the  use  of  anaesthetic 
agency,  considering  its  safety  as  already  established,  provided  attention  is 
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properly  directed  to  the  precautions  indicated  by  experience  ;  and  that  its 
administration  in  surgical  operations  will  be  the  rule,  its  omission  the  ex¬ 
ception.  In  considering  its  general  employment  in  obstetric  practice,  he 
allows  the  effect  produced  upon  the  nervous  system,  but  contends  that  the 
usual  nervous  concomitants  of  labour,  viz.,  consciousness,  pain,  and  spinal 
reflex  action,  may  be  absent,  and  yet  parturition  proceed.  He  quotes  M. 
Dubois  to  prove  the  safety  of  etherization  from  the  results  of  actual  expe¬ 
rience,  and  that  it  ultimately  produces  no  bad  effect  upon  either  the  mother 
or  child.  Dr.  Smith  then  gives  some  cases,  and  concludes  that  its  adminis¬ 
tration  produces  freedom  from  pain  both  in  natural  and  operative  labour ; 
that  it  neither  prevents  or  retards  the  subsequent  contraction  of  the  uterus, 
any  momentary  suspension  of  uterine  action  being  probably  occasioned  by 
the  novelty  of  the  inhalation  ;  and  that  it  will  prove  a  powerful  ag&nt  in 
preventing  rupture  of  the  perinseum,  especially  in  primaparse  advanced  in  life, 
by  producing  relaxation  of  the  perinseal  muscles,  and  rendering  the  patient 
incapable  of  sudden  movements  during  the  intolerable  pains  occasioned  by  the 
passage  of  the  head  through  the  os  externum.  The  result  of  his  investiga¬ 
tions  brings  him  to  conclusions  similar  to  those  of  Dr.  Simpson. 

Dr.  Murphy  relates  two  satisfactory  cases,  in  which  the  crotchet  was 
resorted  to  in  one,  and  very  nearly  in  the  other  ;  his  opinion  being  that  it 
relieves  the  nervous  system  from  the  shock  caused  by  severe  pain.  Five  cases 
are  recorded  in  the  Lancet  of  its  exhibition  at  St.  George’s  Hospital  with 
comparative  success  ;  and  every  medical  journal  abounds  with  relations  of 
them,  though  occasionally  bordering  on  the  marvellous.  The  number  of  cases 
occurring  both  in  public  and  private  practice,  advanced  in  support  of  its  value 
and  safety,  must  not  be  received  without  the  most  careful  investigation  and 
enquiry  into  every  circumstance.  In  the  Lancet  of  December  4th,  allusion 
is  made  to  its  exhibition  being  attended  with  violent  convulsions.  In  the 
Medical  Times  two  cases  are  mentioned  which  were  accompanied  with  con¬ 
siderable  excitement,  and  from  which  Dr.  Mitchell  very  properly  infers,  that 
much  caution  is  required  in  its  application  to  obstetricy.  He  also  mentions 
that  its  application  in  sound  health  produced  hysteria,  but  arrives  at  no 
definite  conclusion.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  M.  Gerdy 
remarked  its  baneful  influence  upon  the  blood.  Mr.  Greame  states  that  the 
exhibition  of  chloroform  retards  the  course  of  labour,  its  agency  rendering 
the  voluntary  muscles  inert  ;  and  states  that  any  relaxation  of  the  parts  that 
may  be  caused  by  its  use,  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  loss  of  ex¬ 
pulsive  power  ;  and  strongly  expresses  his  opinion,  that  its  indiscriminate  and 
unguarded  recommendation  in  obstetricy,  will  ultimately  lead  to  most  cala¬ 
mitous  results.  Dr.  Pettigrew  records  the  result  of  his  experience  in  its 
exhibition  in  several  cases,  in  which  slight  vomitings  head-ache,  and  sickness 
occurred.  Mr.  Thomas,  house-surgeon  to  the  Carlisle  Infirmary,  records 
three  cases  of  its  exhibition,  which  were  accompanied  wTith  singing,  bawling, 
and  incoherent  talking,  and  the  last  was  attended  by  violent  convulsions. 
Dr.  Alexander  Tyler  records  a  case  of  the  recession  of  the  presenting  part 
of  the  child,  during  a  state  of  anaesthesia,  evidently  indicating  at  least  tem¬ 
porary  suspension  of  uterine  action,  as  one  effect  of  this  powerful  agent ; 
this  also  occurred  during  a  second  exhibition.  Mr.  Beales,  of  Suffolk,  records 
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instances  of  its  exhibition  being  followed  by  asphyxia  and  convulsions,  and 
denies  its  superiority  to  the  effects  of  aether.  There  are  many  other  cases  on 
record  of  its  exhibition  producing  convulsions  and  excitement,  but  sufficient 
has  been  stated  to  prove  the  necessity  of  caution  in  its  use,  and  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  delaying  a  decisive  opinion,  until  its  merits  have  undergone  a  more 
lengthened  investigation.  What  its  ultimate  effect  upon  the  constitution  may 
be  we  have  at  present  no  means  of  determining ;  neither  can  we  state,  even 
forming  an  opinion  from  the  numerous  cases  on  record,  that  its  exhibition 
during  labour  is  unattended  with  danger  to  the  mother,  or  may  not  ultimately 
occasion  injurious  consequence  both  to  her  and  the  child.  The  uncertainty 
of  its  effect  can  be  fully  proved  by  reference  to  the  medical  journals  ;  and 
its  very  rapidity  in  procuring  unconsciousness,  render  caution  and  deliberation 
of  most  paramount  necessity  in  every  instance  of  its  exhibition.  The  perfect 
impossibility  of  controlling  its  effects,  with  the  uncertainty  attending  its 
application,  must  ever  militate  against  its  general  adoption ;  at  least,  until 
its  properties  are  more  fully  understood,  and  means  are  discovered  to  ensure 
an  effect  proportionate  to  the  necessity  of  the  case,  for  rendering  the  exhi¬ 
bition  uniform  in  its  result,  and  for  placing  that  result  entirely  under  the 
control  of  the  practitioner.  The  possibility  of  obtaining  this  desirable  end 
still  remains  to  be  proved.  Had  the  excitement ,  the  asphyxia,  or  the  convul¬ 
sions,  recorded  by  some ,  occurred  during  the  different  operations  we  have 
before  alluded  to,  the  consequences  would  have  been  lamentable  in  the  ex¬ 
treme.  And  who  can  control  its  power,  or  ensure  its  uniform  result  ?  This 
uncertain  operation  is  sufficient  in  itself  to  cause  hesitation  in  its  adoption  ; 
and  we  contend  that  until  this  is  remedied,  the  exhibition  of  anaesthetic 
agents  in  obstetricy  can  never  become  very  general,  or  be  administered  with 
perfect  confidence  and  safety.  The  responsibility  incurred  is  extremely 
great,  in  obstetric  cases  ;  for,  in  spite  of  the  list  of  recorded  cases,  we  fear 
that  every  fresh  instance  of  its  agency  being  adopted,  is  but  a  continuation  of 
a  great  experiment ;  and  will  remain  so,  until  the  end  to  be  obtained  is 
capable  of  control,  and  can  be  relied  and  calculated  upon  with  certainty. 
We  feel  convinced,  also,  that  the  real  cases  of  its  exhibition  are  not  so  nu¬ 
merous  as  their  notoriety  would  lead  us  to  suppose  ;  and  we  are  informed 
by  many  valuable  authorities,  that  from  the  present  period  it  will  gradually 
decline  in  interest  and  popularity  ;  until,  like  many  other  equally  startling 
discoveries,  it  becomes  perfectly  lost  and  forgotten  in  the  ardor  of  fresh 
pursuits.* 

Our  advice  is,  carefully  investigate,  watch,  and  enquire,  and  we  may 
depend  upon  its  true  value  being  speedily  determined. 

Before  going  to  press  our  attention  lias  been  directed  to  the  report  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  general  effects  of  chloroform,  which  appears  in  the  Monthly 
Journal  of  Medical  Science  for  January,  1848.  The  first  series  of  experiments 
relate  to  the  pulse  and  sensation— the  second  to  time  and  posture— and  the 

*  The  Emperor  of  Russia  has  issued  an  edict,  restricting  the  use  of  anaesthetic  agents 
by  any  but  professional  men  ;  but  in  England,  with  all  its  boasted  perfection  of  laws,  it  is 
sold  to  any  person  by  chemists,  and  is  becoming  as  common  in  demand  as  a  glass  of  gin  in 
a  gin  palace. 
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third  and  fourth  to  the  lower  order  of  animals,  with  some  pathological  re- 
marks.  The  results  fully  bear  out  our  previous  statements. 

Rigid  Os  ITteei. — In  the  Prov.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal ,  Mr.  Barrett,  of 
Bath,  relates  a  case  of  extreme  rigidity  of  the  os  uteri  in  labour,  in  which  a  free 
incision  enabled  parturition  to  be  easily  accomplished.  In  the  Medical  Times 
of  December  18th,  1847,  a  similar  operation  was  successfully  performed  in  the 
Hospital  des  Clinique ,  for  intense  rigidity  and  thickness  of  the  cervix.  [We 
can  imagine  the  possibility  of  such  an  occurrence,  and  can  admit  that  the 
operation  was  justifiable  in  a  very  extreme  case  ;  but  we  should  regret  to  hear 
of  its  unadvised  approbation,  lest  it  lead  to  a  general  abuse  of  its  principles. 
These  remarks  will  also  equally  apply  to  a  paper  read  before  the  Medical 
Society  of  Sheffield,  by  Mr.  Turton,  on  “  The  Induction  of  premature  labour.” 
We  do  not  censure  Mr.  Turton’s  arguments  ;  but  we  fear  its  too  general 
adoption,  and  the  evils  resulting  from  inexperience  in  its  application.  In  fact 
with  regard  to  both  the  above  questions,  we  maintain  that  no  party  should 
operate  without  the  previous  sanction  of  at  least  one  other  practitioner. — Pd.} 

Placenta  Previa. — Dr.  Alexander  Tyler,  in  the  Prov.  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal ,  offers  some  very  judicious  remarks  on  the  much  agitated  question  of 
Placenta  prcevia.  He  objects  to  the  extraction  of  the  placenta  when  its  pre¬ 
sentation  is  complete,  and  the  os  uteri  rigid  and  undilateable,  preferring  the 
plug  saturated  with  vinegar  and  water.  [There  is  much  difference  upon  this 
point ;  in  fact,  the  variety  of  opinions  expressed  almost  produces  distraction. 
It  is  a  curious  reflection  that,  despite  the  experience  of  thousands  of  years,  the 
medical  profession  is  not  agreed  upon  the  simplest  questions  of  practice. 
Many  would  suppose  that  on  these  simple  points  the  greatest  unanimity  would 
prevail,  and  that  the  laws  respecting  their  treatment  were  as  apparent  as  the 
sun  at  noon-day,  and,  like  those  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  unalterable  ;  but 
how  different  is  the  real  state  of  the  case  !  what  a  gulph  separates  conflicting 
opinions  !  We  have  seriously  thought  of  offering  a  prize  to  that  fortunate  in¬ 
dividual  who  could  advance  one  question  on  which  all  the  profession  are  of 
the  same  opinion  ;  with  this  proviso,  however, — to  prevent  some  medical  wag 
from  bearing  away  the  reward, — that  no  allusion  should  be  made  to  our  agree¬ 
ment  in  disagreeing.  If,  as  a  profession,  we  could  content  ourselves  with 
truthfully  recording,  carefully  collecting,  and  minutely  investigating,  positive 
facts  upon  which  to  erect  a  safe  practice,  according  to  the  example  of  our 
great  father  Hippocrates,  and  forsake  the  pursuit  of  the  ideal  for  the  careful 
study  of  the  real,  in  a  few  thousands  more  of  years  we  might  probably  obtain 
an  uniform  system  of  practice,  and  probably  agree  upon  some  of  the  most 
simple  points  of  the  profession. — Pd.} 

CiESAEEAN  (Iteration. — The  case  which  occurred  some  time  ago  in  Man¬ 
chester,  and  which  was  followed  by  perfect  recovery,  has  since  been  attended 
with  a  fatal  result.  The  mother  became  again  pregnant ;  induction  of  prema¬ 
ture  labour  was  resorted  to,  and  the  patient  died.  [We  understand  this  case 
will  shortly  be  published,  consequently  we  shall  offer  no  comments  until  the 
particulars  are  more  fully  recorded. — Pd.} 

Rupture  op  the  Uteeus  bepoee  Labour. — Mr.  Brownbill,  in  th e  Prov. 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal  of  Dec.  29th,  relates  a  case  somewhat  remarkable,  as 
the  cause  of  the  rupture  remains  involved  in  obscurity,  and  the  rupture  itself 
was  only  discovered  upon  a  post  mortem  exmination. 
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Malignant  Tumour  or  the  Os  Eteri. — Dr.  Arnott,  in  the  Lancet^  Dec. 
11,  mentions  a  case  of  excision  at  the  time  of  labour  by  which  both  mother 
and  child  were  preserved,  when  otherwise  one  at  least  must  have  been  sacri¬ 
ficed.  The  disease,  however,  again  occurred,  and  terminated  the  female’s  life. 

Ulceration  oe  Os  Uteri,  a  cause  oe  Sterility.— Dr.  Mitchell,  in  the 
Dublin  Medical  Press ,  Dec.  8th,  relates  an  interesting  case,  which  was  cured 
by  application  of  nitrate  of  mercury,  and  subsequently  nitrate  of  silver  in 
strong  solution.  The  lady  afterwards  bore  children.  Dr.  Mitchell  cautions 
the  profession  as  to  the  use  of  sponge  tents,  and  mentions  a  case  in  which  a 
piece  of  sponge  had  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  vagina,  and  had  formed  an 
adhesion  with  the  os  uteri,  effectually  blocking  up  the  passage.  The  sponge 
had  been  used  as  a  plug  in  a  case  of  flooding  during  abortion,  and  when  re¬ 
moved  the  female  rapidly  recovered  and  became  pregnant.  [W e  have  frequently 
observed  the  tendency  of  sponge  to  form  an  adhesion  with  ulcerated  surfaces, 
and  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact  related  by  Dr.  Mitchell.  Some  years  ago  we 
attended  a  case  of  simple  incised  wound ,  in  which ,  to  stop  the  bleeding ,  the  man 
had  for  some  hours  pressed  a  piece  of  sponge  firmly  upon  it ,  and  it  was  iviih 
the  greatest  difficulty  detached  from  the  part.  The  facts  are  worthy  of  observa¬ 
tion  on  account  of  the  cautions  they  offer. — JSd.] 

Lesion  oe  the  Nervous  System. — Professor  Simpson,  in  the  Transactions 
of  the  Edinburgh  Obstetrical  Society  for  1846-7,  makes  some  valuable  observa¬ 
tions  regarding  the  presence  of  Albuminurism  during  pregnancy  as  indicative 
of  puerperal  convulsions  and  other  derangements  of  the  nervous  system,  and 
of  more  frequent  occurrence  in  first  than  in  subsequent  pregnancies.  [These 
observations  are  extremely  valuable,  and  when  considered  in  connexion  with 
the  excellent  paper  by  Dr.  R.  0.  Golding,  now  appearing  in  our  J ournal,  and 
with  the  remarks  we  have  ourselves  to  advance  on  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian 
disease,  will  open  a  new  field  of  enquiry  and  investigation  on  this  important 
subject.  Nothing  is  of  such  importance  as  chemical  tests  of  secretions  and 
excretions  in  forming  the  diagnosis  of  disease.  The  remarks  of  Dr.  Regnauld 
on  the  urine  in  pregnancy  are  also  applicable  to  this  subject,  and  we  refer  our 
readers  to  them.  The  subject  of  his  paper  is  the  appearance  of  the  urine  and 
the  character  of  its  deposits,  from  the  first  to  the  seventh  day  after  evacuation. 
Some  modern  authors  profess  to  place  no  reliance  upon  urinary  deposits  or 
their  chemical  analysis,  considering  them  fallacious  and  uncertain.  We  cannot 
agree  to  this,  as  we  consider  chemico-pathology  one  of  the  ablest  adjuncts  to 
medical  science ;  and  daily  discoveries  are  being  made  in  it,  particularly  as 
regards  secretions  and  excretions. — Del.'] 

Turning-  in  Distortion  oe  the  Pelvis. — Professor  Simpson  draws  at¬ 
tention  to  this,  advocating  its  more  frequent  adoption  in  practice.  It  was  in 
a  case  of  this  description  that  etherization  was  first  resorted  to,  the  credit 
being  due  to  Professor  Simpson.  The  idea  of  turning  in  case  of  deformed 
pelvis  we  believe  originated  with  Velpeau.  Dr.  Radford,  of  Manchester,  differs 
with  Professor  Simpson  on  this  point,  but  as  the  next  number  of  the  Record 
will  contain  a  long  article  on  the  subject,  we  shall  at  present  decline  entering 
upon  it. 

Prolapsus  Uteri. — M.  Dubois  remarks  that  in  these  cases  he  has  derived 
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considerable  benefit  from  tbe  use  of  the  American  swatbe  or  abdominal  ban¬ 
dage,  with  some  improvements  he  has  himself  adapted  to  it.  So  far  as  external 
support  can  be  serviceable,  of  course  such  a  bandage  must  be  of  use  in  cases 
which  are  not  of  an  extreme  character.  M.  Dubois  also  states  that  when  ex¬ 
ternal  means  fail,  pessaries  must  be  resorted  to,  of  which  he  prefers  his  own, 
viz.,  an  ivory  funnel  introduced  into  the  vagina  to  receive  the  os  uteri ;  the 
lower  end  of  which  is  received  into  a  small  metallic  cup,  moveable  and  attached 
to  two  flexible  steel  arms  ;  one  passing  behind  the  anus,  the  other  in  front 
of  the  vulva,  and  confined  by  a  bandage  surrounding  the  pelvis.  Its  being 
moveable  prevents  its  constraining  the  wearer,  and  it  can  be  cleaned  at  plea¬ 
sure. — Jour,  de  Med. 

[The  spiral  elastic  pessary,  invented  by  us  some  years  ago,  and  introduced  to 
the  medical  section  of  the  British  Association  for  the  advancement  of  science 
at  the  Manchester  meeting  (for  account  of  which  vide  Med.  Times ,  1842), 
does  not  appear  to  be  at  all  known  in  France,  although  adopted  by  many  in 
this  country. — Ed.~\ 

Retroflexion  of  the  Uterus. — Dr.  Beatty  remarks  that  the  point  of  de¬ 
flexion  is  where  the  neck  and  body  of  the  organ  join ;  the  angle  varying  con¬ 
siderably,  sometimes  being  very  acute,  at  others  very  obtuse.  He  states  that 
it  results  from  pregnancy,  and  does  not  exist  during  gestation ;  in  other  words, 
that  it  occurs  after  delivery.  Yelpeau  records  fifteen  cases,  all  unimpregnated, 
but  consequent  to  delivery.  Dr.  Davies  hints  that  it  may  occur  congenitally. 
Retroflexion  differs  from  retroversion  in  the  following  manner  ;  in  the  latter 
the  os  and  cervix  are  thrown  upwards  ;  whereas  in  the  former  the  os  and  cer¬ 
vix  remain  in  their  natural  position,  whilst  the  fundus  is  thrown  downwards. 
Dr.  B.  imagines  that  this  displacement  mostly  occurs  immediately  after  deli¬ 
very,  whilst  the  uterus  is  soft  and  pliable,  but  is  not  discovered  until  the 
female  resumes  her  employment.  The  method  of  cure  is  to  restore  its  posi¬ 
tion,  and  to  practice  lying  on  the  belly  as  much  as  possible,  until  the  organ 
has  shrunk  to  its  natural  size.  The  indicatory  symptoms  are,  dragging  pains 
m  the  loins  and  groins,  which  are  increased  by  exercise  ;  pain  in  defecation ; 
a  feeling  of  blocking  up  of  the  passage  ;  irritable  state  of  the  bladder  ;  men¬ 
orrhagia  and  leuchorrcea  often  extreme. 

Death  from  Vomiting  during  Pregnancy. — Professor  Forget,  of  Stras- 
burgh,  has  recorded  a  curious  case  of  this  nature  in  the  Lancet ,  Dec.  18, 1847, 
which  should  be  read  in  connection  with  a  paper  on  the  same  subject  now  pro¬ 
gressing  in  the  Tecord ;  the  subject  is  of  paramount  importance. 

Puerperal  Convulsions  Twenty-four  hours  after  Delivery,  which 
terminated  fatally  thirty-eight  hours  after  seizure.  This  case  is  related  in  the 
Medical  Times ,  Dec.  18,  but  as  no  post-mortem  examination  followed  the  cause 
remains  in  obscurity. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Dr.  Scanzoni,  of  Prague,  states  that  the  rawness  of 
the  internal  surface  of  the  uterus  is  not  the  only  predisposing  cause,  but  that 
it  often  arises  from  a  peculiar  state  of  the  blood,  which  is  indicated  by  increase 
of  fibrine  ;  which  in  excess  is  the  primary  cause  of  puerperal  fever.  The 
general  type  is  fibrinous,  from  which  all  other  types  are  derived.  That 
hypinosis  of  the  blood  gives  immunity  to  that  form  of  puerperal  disease,  which 
is  accompanied  by  fibrinous  exudation ;  but  that  it  affords  little  protection 
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against  suppuration,  and  none  against  the  typhoid.  That  the  hyperinotic 
form  frequently  occurs  during  epidemics,  and  merges  into  the  purulent  or 
typhoid  form.  That  the  two  last  may  be  either  developed  primarily  in  the 
blood,  or  by  absorption  of  pus.  That  this  absorption  can  either  arise  from 
suppuration  on  the  surface,  in  the  tissue,  or  the  appendages  of  the  uterus  ;  or 
from  the  placenta.  That  the  cases  which  run  the  most  rapid  course  are  those 
resulting  from  a  primary  disease  of  the  blood  ;  the  less  acute  are  the  result 
of  absorption. 

Yesico- vaginal  Fistula.— Dr.  Jobert  offers  a  new  mode  of  operating  for 
its  cure,  which  he  supports  by  four  cases.  The  modus  operandi  is  not  very 
distinctly  described,  but  we  give  it  in  his  own  words,  or  nearly  so.  The  plan 
does  not  merely  consist  in  the  displacement  of  tissues,  or  in  the  dissection  of 
a  part  of  the  membranes  proportionate  to  the  aperture,  but  the  organ  itself  is 
to  a  certain  extent  displaced,  after  being  rendered  movable  by  the  detachment 
of  some  of 'its  insertions.  The  vagina  and  bladder  change  their  relative 
positions,  and  the  lips  of  the  most  extensive  fistulse  are  united  without  drag¬ 
ging,  dissection  of  flaps,  &c.,  so  often  productive  of  gangrene. 

Hysteria. — M.  E.  Marchand  states  that  the  blood  generally  contains  125 
parts  to  1000  of  red  globules  ;  that  the  proportion  is  often  reduced  to  24  parts 
to  1000,  and  in  proportion  to  this  reduction  there  is  caused  more  or  less 
nervous  disturbance.  Under  this  view  a  host  of  nervous  affections  are  pro¬ 
duced,  hysteria  amongst  the  number.  Women  are  more  liable  to  this  diminu¬ 
tion  than  men,  consequently  they  are  more  hysterical  and  more  nervous.  He 
accounts  for  this  by  their  menstruation,  at  which  times  their  nervous  suscep¬ 
tibility  is  increased.  In  young  girls  the  want  of  globules  results  in  chlorosis, 
in  women  in  hysteria,  and  in  men  in  hypochondriasis  ;  and  thus  he  accounts 
for  a  host  of  diseases.  In  such  cases  the  treatment  is  to  restore  the  normal 
state  by  animal  diet,  wine,  iron,  bitters,  by  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  by 
sea-bathing ;  not  by  antispasmodics,  which  calm  but  never  cure.  On  the 
contrary,  when  the  proportion  of  globules  is  too  great,  say  from  140  to  170 
to  the  1000,  the  sensibility  is  impaired,  which  leads  to  apathy,  and  results  in 
gout,  gravel,  and  cerebral  haemorrhage.  The  cure  for  this  is  venesection,  spare 
diet,  vegetable  food,  alkaline  waters,  &c.  The  functional  derangement  of  the 
nervous  and  vascular  systems  arise  in  an  inverse  ratio.  [There  is  much  com¬ 
mon  sense  in  these  views,  and  they  are  worthy  of  serious  consideration. — Jdd.~] 

Diseases  of  Children — Scarlatina.- — Dr.  Rowland  in  the  Medical 
Gazette ,  Dec.  17th,  draws  attention  to  the  frequency  of  scarlatina  in  the  metro¬ 
polis,  terminating  in  dropsy,  even  in  the  mildest  form  of  the  primary  disease. 

Urine  Deposits. — Mr.  Grantham,  in  the  Gazette ,  Dec.  18th,  instances 
some  diseases  of  children  characterised  by  phosphatic  deposits  in  the  urine, 
which  are  deserving  of  attention. 

Comatose  Affections  of  Children. — Dr.  Togood  directs  attention  to  a 
sudden  and  formidable  affection  of  the  head  in  children,  which  is  rapidly  fatal 
unless  most  energetic  treatment  is  immediately  adopted.  Dr.  Marshall  Hall 
also  notices  this  affection.  Leeches,  blistering,  and  calomel  are  recommended 
by  Dr.  Togood,  with  mustard  cataplasms  to  the  feet. — Monthly  Journal.  [We 
see  nothing  new  either  in  the  disease  or  the  method  of  treatment. — JEd.~] 

Lobar  Pneumonia.— Dr.  C.  West,  in  his  lectures,  Gazette ,  Dec.  1847,  re- 
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marks  that  tliis  disease  of  cliildliood  is  much  more  prevalent  than  is  generally 
supposed,  and  that  it  possesses  similar  characteristics  with  the  same  disease 
occurring  in  the  adidt.  In  such  cases  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  the 
sub-plural  ecchymoses,  to  the  pneumonic  abscess,  and  to  the  emphysema  of  the 
inflamed  portions  of  the  lung. 

Vesicular  Bronchitis. — Dr.  C.  West  also  states  in  his  lectures  that  the 
ordinary  bronchitis  is  a  much  more  serious  disease  in  the  infant  than  in  the 
adult,  and  shews  that  the  dyspngea  is  not  always  dependent  upon  the  severity 
of  the  inflammation.  Bleeding  and  antimony  are  the  principal  remedies 
recommended. 

Pathological  Observations. — In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  various 
pathological  societies,  we  regret  being  compelled  to  omit  many  reports  on 
account  of  their  utter  worthlessness,  arising  from  a  total  absence  of  all  history 
of  the  symptoms  whilst  living.  True  pathology  consists  in  comparing  symp¬ 
toms  during  life  with  appearances  after  death,  and  we  consider  it  the  duty  of 
the  presiding  officials  of  such  societies,  not  to  allow  any  subject  to  be  brought 
forward,  that  is  at  all  incomplete  in  this  respect.  In  the  past  month  numerous 
cases  of  organic  lesions  are  noticed,  which,  if  accompanied  wtih  a  proper 
history,  would  have  proved  most  valuable,  but  according  to  the  present 
system,  the  long  speeches  in  explanation  can  only  be  considered  as  a  notice 
that  such  an  individual  occupied  so  much  valuable  time  by  talking  unprofit- 
ably.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  we  should  have  been  enabled  to  record  a  large 
number  of  curious  facts ;  but  the  number  is  extremely  limited,  as  we  are 
resolved  only  to  notice  the  cases  which  are  likely  to  prove  valuable  on  account 
of  their  complete  description.  Even  some  of  these  are  far  from  being  satis¬ 
factory  in  this  respect. 

Corroding  Ulcer  oe  the  Uterus. — Mr.  Boult  exhibited  a  specimen  to 
the  Bath  pathological  society,  whose  existence  was  only  discovered  about  six 
months  previous  to  the  patients  death,  at  the  age  of  fifty  two.  Menstruation, 
which  had  been  regular,  was  supplanted  for  the  last  six  months  by  a  constant 
sanguineous  drain,  attended  occasionally  by  profuse  haemorrhage,  and  termin¬ 
ating  fatally  with  anaemia  and  peritoneal  inflammation.  It  was  remarked  to 
possess  more  the  character  of  lupus  than  true  cancer. 

Mr.  Dumville  in  the  Med.  Gazette  of  Dec.  24th,  relates  a  case  of  congenital 
occlusion  of  the  vagina  in  which  an  incision,  combined  with  punctuation  of 
the  cul-de-sac  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  vagina,  was  perfectly  successful  and 
the  mother  afterwards  bore  a  child.  The  case  is  so  briefly  sketched  that  we 
are  almost  unable  to  comment  upon  it ;  but  its  success,  however,  proves  the 
propriety  of  its  adoption. 

Congenital  Contraction  oe  the  Intestines.-— Mr.  Harrinson  exhibited 
at  the  Reading  pathological  society  a  specimen,  in  which  the  jejunum  was  con¬ 
tracted,  which  gradually  extended  along  the  ileum  and  colon,  terminating  at 
the  rectum  in  an  almost  perfect  cul-de-sac.  The  child  was  born  healthy,  but 
speedily  declined,  vomiting  meeonium  and  unable  to  retain  anything  upon  its 
stomach,  and  died  apparently  from  obstructed  bowels. — Med.  Gaz.  Nov.  26th, 
page  947. 

Diseases  oe  the  Heart — At  the  pathological  society,  London,  Nov.  15th, 
the  heart  of  a  child  was  presented  by  Dr.  G-.  A.  Rees,  exhibiting  an  open  state 
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of  the  ductus  arteriosus.  It  was  born  at]  the  eighth  month ;  feeble,  with  diffi¬ 
culty  of  breathing  from  birth,  but  never  livid  in  any  part.  Died  ten  months 
after  birth,  not  particularly  emaciated  ;  sternum  prominent ;  breathing  labori¬ 
ous  ;  a  loud  cardiac  murmur  audible  over  the  whole  chest,  drowning  the 
sounds  of  the  heart ;  no  cyanosis,  but  on  the  contrary,  very  pale.  The  upper 
lobe  of  the  left  lung  and  the  middle  lobe  of  the  right  lung,  had  never  been 
inflated.  Weight  of  the  heart  1  oz.  11  dr.  avoir. :  it  was  partly  hypertrophied. 
For  further  particulars  see  Med.  G-az.  Nov.  26th,  page  944. 

Congenital  Deficiency  oe  the  (Tall  Bladder. — Under  this  title  Mr. 
Canton  has  given  particulars  of  a  post-mortem  examination  of  a  female  aged 
sixty-five  years,  in  which  he  discovered  a  small  portion  of  bile  diffused  upon 
the  intestines  ;  no  gall-bladder  was  perceived,  but  a  small  indentation  of  the 
liver  where  it  usually  appeared.  From  these  circumstances,  and  from  the 
smallness  of  the  liver,  Dr.  C.  concluded,  after  a  minute  search,  that  no  gall¬ 
bladder  existed,  and  that  it  was  a  congenital  deficiency.- — Lancet,  Oct  1 6th. 

[It  appears  strange  to  us  how  the  bile  was  diffused  over  the  intestines  ;  what 
caused  the  indentation  in  the  usual  situation  of  the  gall-bladder  ;  and  how  the 
female  lived  to  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  without  such  an  important  agent 
in  digestion  ?  It  appears  to  us  by  no  means  certain  that  the  gall-bladder 
really  was  wanting  ;  and  certainly  less  clear  that  the  deficiency'  was  congeni¬ 
tal.  It  is  probable  that  it  was  unusually  small ;  that  one  had  originally 
existed,  the  indented  liver  proved ;  and  the  diffusion  of  bile  over  the  serous 
surface  of  the  intestines  proved  a  rupture  of  the  gall-bladder,  however  small. 
The  great  deficiency  in  the  relation  of  this  case  is  the  total  absence  of  all 
information  as  to  its  previous  history ;  the  symptoms  antecedent  to,  and  the 
cause  of  death.  This  is  an  example  of  the  frequent  imperfection  of  these 
pathological  displays. — Ed.] 

Ovarian  Cysts. — In  a  fatal  case  of  peritonitis,  Mr.  Crisp  at  the  post¬ 
mortem  examination  discovered  a  tumor  consisting  of  serous  cysts  of  various 
sizes  attached  to  the  left  ovary  aggragately  as  large  as  a  man’s  fist,  and  to 
which  another  cyst  was  attached  containing  a  pint  of  chocolate  coloured  fluid. 
The  fluid  lying  in  the  abdominal  cavity  was  of  a  similar  character. — Medical 
Gazette ,  Nov.  2 6th,  page  946.  [If  such  was  the  case,  the  cause  of  death  is 
evidently  to  be  attributed  to  the  bursting  of  one  of  the  cysts,  the  fluid  pro¬ 
ducing  peritoneal  inflammation.  There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  the 
contents  of  all  ovarian  cysts  and  the  fluid  deposit  of  the  abdominal  cavity.  A 
distinction  which  we  hope  satisfactorily  to  prove  in  our  papers  on  ovariotomy 
and  ovarian  diseases. — Ed.] 

Double  Vagina  and  Uterus. — Mr.  Birket  exhibited  at  the  Bath  patho¬ 
logical  society  a  double  vagina  and  uterus,  taken  from  a  woman  of  the  age  of 
fifty  who  had  never  borne  children.  The  vagina  was  completely  divided  by  a 
dense  fibrous  septum.  Thus  two  were  formed,  and  each  led  to  a  distinct  os 
uteri.  The  uterus  itself  was  nearly  divided  by  a  septum  in  the  median  line. 

Miscellaneous  Ineormation. — In  conclusion  we  would  direct  attention 
to  the  excellent  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  children  by  Dr.  H.  Wiilshire  now 
in  course  of  publication  in  the  Medical  Times,  which  contain  many  very 
valuable  practical  observations.  Also  to  the  lectures  on  obstetricy  in  the 
Lancet ,  by  W.  Tyler  Smith,  M.D.,  London. 


